Accreditation in the UK for pesticide residue analysis in foods.
A brief background is provided of the European national bodies which accredit laboratories to the EN 45001 standard and their mutual recognition through the European Cooperation for Accreditation of Laboratories. Some of the requirements for accreditation of a laboratory, for example, the need to demonstrate traceability of measurements, are selectively illustrated with particular reference to the determination of pesticide residues in foods. The costs and benefits of accreditation are discussed.